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DATE:  January 7, 2022 

TO:  Planning and Zoning COMMITTEE 

FROM:  Jerry Bougie, Director of Planning and Zoning 

RE: Update on amended County Farmland Preservation Plan Certification and process for A-1 Zoning 

changes.   

Background: 

All counties in the state are required under Chapter 91, Wis. Stats., to adopt a Farmland Preservation 

Plan.  Counties then have the option to request the Department of Ag Trade and Consumer Protection 

(DATCP) for certification of the Plan - which allows the County and Towns to decide whether or not to 

adopt Exclusive Ag Zoning (A-1).  Plan certification and subsequent A-1 zoning certification by DATCP 

allows agricultural property owners to claim tax credits under Chapter 91.  Currently only the Town of 

Nepeuskun has chosen to actively participate in the program by adopting a Town Exclusive Ag Zoning 

Map and receiving DATCP certification.  Upon request by the Town of Nepeuskun, Winnebago County 

conducted an amendment to its previously certified Plan to include additional properties in Nepeuskun 

to be zoned Exclusive Ag making these additional properties eligible for tax credits.  On October 19, 

2021, the Winnebago County Board adopted an amended County Farmland Preservation Plan showing 

the updated Nepeuskun map.  The amended plan was submitted to DATCP for recertification.  On 

December 3, 2021, DATCP certified Winnebago County's amended Plan.   

Policy Discussion: 

As noted, only the Town of Nepeuskun has chosen to participate in the Farmland Preservation Program.  

A number of other Towns in the County have chosen not to participate in the program but have 

properties in their respective Towns that are currently zoned Exclusive Ag (A-1) from older versions of 

the Farmland Preservation Plan.  Therefore, these properties have not been included in the currently 

certified Farmland Preservation Plan.  However, these properties are still subject to the more restrictive 

zoning standards of the A-1 Exclusive Ag zoning and are also not eligible for the tax credits.  To allow 

relief for these property owners the County in conjunction with the affected Towns and property 

owners will be undertaking a rezoning process to change the zoning from Exclusive Ag Zoning (A-1) to 

General Agricultural Zoning (A-2).  The County Planning and Zoning Committee previously voted at their 

December 4, 2020 meeting to approve having County Staff undertake the A-1 rezoning process in 

conjunction with the affected Towns.  

Requested Action: 

No action will be taken – this item is an update and discussion item only. 

Committee Action: 

Attachments:   See attached 
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DATE:  December 22, 2021 

TO:  Planning and Zoning Committee (for January 7, 2022 Committee meeting) 

FROM:  Jerry Bougie, Director of Planning and Zoning, Cary Rowe, Zoning Administrator 

RE: Committee review and action to forward Town Zoning Ordinance amendment(s) to County Board 

Background: 

Amendments to Town zoning ordinances are required to be adopted by the Winnebago County Board 

pursuant to section 60.62(3), Wis. Stats., and s. 8.04, Winnebago County General Code. 

Policy Discussion: 

County Zoning Staff receives Town zoning ordinance amendment(s) from the affected Town(s).   Staff 

reviews the Town's action for completeness of information (i.e. findings of fact) and whether the 

proposed zoning amendment(s) is/are consistent with the Winnebago County Comprehensive Plan and 

subsequently prepares a Staff recommendation on each of the proposed zoning amendment(s).  

Amendments are then reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Committee whereby the Committee takes 

action to forward the zoning amendment(s) to County Board for approval.  Town zoning amendments 

do not require a County public hearing, as the hearing has already occurred at the Town level. 

For this month's agenda the following Town Zoning Change(s) is/are requested: 

1. Leo M. Mohnen – Town Zoning Change (Tax ID no. 028-0348-02) – Town of Winchester 

2. Brian and Meghan Keller – Town Zoning Change (Tax ID no. 028-0663-05-01) –Town of 

Winchester. 

Findings: Town Zone Change(s) are consistent with the Winnebago County Comprehensive Plan.  

Requested Action: 

Approve a motion to forward town zone change to County Board for action.  (Note: a separate motion is 

made for each zone change on the agenda). 

Committee Action: 

(Added before full county board) Information on discussion at committee including who made the 

motion, the verbiage of the motion and any pertinent discussion items. 

Attachments:    

See attached. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
MEMO FOR P & Z MEETING AGENDA OF JANUARY 7, 2022 
 
TO: Planning & Zoning Committee 
 
FM: Zoning Administrator 
 
RE: Review of Town Zoning Changes 
 

1. Leo M. Mohnen - Town Zoning Change (Tax ID No: 028-0348-02) – Town of Winchester. 
 
The town zoning change for Leo M. Mohnen is consistent with Winnebago County’s Future Land Use 
Plan.  The Town of Winchester approved the zoning change from A-2 (General Agricultural District) to 
R-1 (Rural Residential District) and Winnebago County’s future land use plan shows future land use as 
Environmental. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Approve a motion to forward zone change to County Board for action. 
 

2. Brian and Meghan Keller - Town Zoning Change (Tax ID No: 028-0663-05-02) – Town of 
Winchester. 

 
The town zoning change for Brian and Meghan Keller is consistent with Winnebago County’s Future 
Land Use Plan.  The Town of Winchester approved the zoning change from I-1 (Light Industrial) to A-2 
(General Agricultural District) and Winnebago County’s future land use plan shows future land use as 
Residential. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Approve a motion to forward zone change to County Board for action. 
 
 

CARY A ROWE 
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