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Jim Luedtke’s Field



Dan Rieckmann’s Field

MBF  Weigh Wagon put to use 



Brian Krenke’s Field



Jamie & Casey Albright’s Field



Backsaver Probe In Action

Jim Luedtke



Events



NOPP Soil Health Field Day



NOPP Soil Health Field Day (con’t)



Muddy Bottom
Farmer’s

Farmer Social

August 7th was the Farmer Social Field Day. The day started with Jim
Luedtke introducing the MBF group and explaining what they hope to

accomplish. Monica Schauer (UW Researcher) and Lindsey Rushford (UW-
Ext Coordinator) talked about the DATCP Nitrogen Optimization Pilot

Program (NOPP), which 3 of the MBF are a part of. The Soil Pit
Demonstration came next and was past knee deep with mud and water by

the time Jamie Patton (NRCS) got to present. They placed several pallets in
the water for Jamie to stand on, however she was still soaked. The Soil Pit

explained why this group named themselves the "Muddy Bottom Farmers".
Derrick Rasper and Levi Schultz demonstrated the NRCS Rainfall Simulator

using local soil types to show the amount of runoff in different tillage
systems. About 38 people attended the event and conservation discussion.



Farmer Social (con’t)



Wisconsin
Water and
Soil Health
Conference
Jim Luedtke was on the

Farmer Panel  for Insights
into On-Farm Nitrogen

Research



NOPP
In the News



May 7, 2024 - Albright Brothers   

The Albright Brothers LLC, in collaboration with Winnebago County LWCD's Sheila
Smith and Emily Dufeck and Extension's Kevin Jarek, is a 2024 Nitrogen Optimization
Pilot Program (NOPP) grant recipient! The team is investigating nitrogen rates with
solid manure. Read on to see how the idea transpired!

A long-time family "discussion" brought the Albright Brothers to the Nitrogen
Optimization Pilot Program. "How much nitrogen do we need to use with different rates
of manure?" They started using different conservative rates of nitrogen with mixed
results. Then came the next wrench in the question. A 32% applicator was used which
was accidentally set at a much higher rate than usual, and there was a very noticeable
yield increase. But what about the rate of return? Jamie Albright hopes the Nitrogen
Optimization Pilot Program will answer the family "discussion" and assist other
farmers with the same question. 

NOPP Project Spotlight 



July 9, 2024 - Muddy Bottom Farmers  

Muddy Bottom Farmers, a producer-led watershed group, is a 2024 Nitrogen Optimization
Pilot Program grant recipient!

Three participating farms are investigating the economical rate of nitrogen and the
impacts of cover crops. Pictured are producer Jim Luedtke and collaborators Sheila Smith
and Emily Dufeck, both of the Winnebago County Land & Water Conservation Department.
Not pictured are producers Brian Krenke and Dan Rieckmann.

Jim Leudtke shares how this project was born and where he's hoping it'll take the Muddy
Bottom Farmers: “An attendee at a past event asked us if we were seeing any decrease in
yields with planting cover crops and nobody could really answer that question. And there's
been a lot of talk that the cover crop ties up nitrogen and can hamper your yield so we're
doing this study to find out if cover crops have a detrimental effect on your cash crop.
Because of this research, now we've had a few other farmers that would like to get involved
in our group. So for next year, we're looking at doing a Return on Investment (ROI) study
with less sampling just to get some of the members looking at the numbers because, we've
got to make money at some point in time"

As for the three farms involved in the current NOPP project, Luedtke explains that they
were each drawn in with slightly different goals.

“Like, for me, as you look across the trial in late-June, as the cover crop changes, the
growing crop changes. But, what effect will that have later when it's six fee t tall and all
looks the same? It all depends on what our yields are at the end. Dan was interested in
doing it to investigate more management practices so we started at this level to learn how
to do the work and then we'll probably do more as we go on. Brian was interested in it more
from a no-till standpoint because we've been doing it for so long and everybody talks about
the carbon to nitrogen ratio, and we don't understand that at all. Some of this explains
that, if we have trash on top, how do we get that nitrogen level to the right level so that the
decomposing materials get broken down." 

NOPP Project 
Spotlight



2024 Summer Basin Buzz Article
Fox Wolf Watershed Alliance



Upper Fox-Wolf 
Demonstration Farms Network

2024 Year End Report



2024 Year End Report (con’t)



https://www.wearegreenbay.com/midwest-farm/life-on-the-
farm-nitrogen-optimization-pilot-program/

We Are Green Bay
Life on the Farm with Jeremy Hansen

https://www.wearegreenbay.com/midwest-farm/life-on-the-farm-nitrogen-optimization-pilot-program/
https://www.wearegreenbay.com/midwest-farm/life-on-the-farm-nitrogen-optimization-pilot-program/


Winnebago County LWCD
Sheila Smith, Agronomist

Isaac Whiting, Watershed Specialist
 (920) 232-1950

https://www.co.winnebago.wi.us/lwcd
www.facebook.com/WinnebagoLWCD

CONTACT INFORMATION

www.facebook.com/MuddyBottomFarmers

Krenke Farms
Luedtke’s Dreamhaven Cattle

Rieckmann Farms

Albright Brothers Farm

Collaborators

Farmers

Division of Extension
Kevin Jarek, Crops and Soils Educator
Outagamie and Winnebago Counties

920-832-4763

www.facebook.com/FoxWolfDemo

https://outagamie.extension.wisc.edu/
agriculture/crops-soils/

https://www.co.winnebago.wi.us/lwcd
https://www.facebook.com/WinnebagoLWCD
https://www.facebook.com/MuddyBottomFarmers
https://outagamie.extension.wisc.edu/agriculture/crops-soils/
https://outagamie.extension.wisc.edu/agriculture/crops-soils/

