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What the law says 

• Implementation element. 
– “The element shall include a process for updating 

the comprehensive plan.  A comprehensive plan 
under this subsection shall be updated no less 
than once every 10 years.”  

• Wis. Stat. § 66.1001(2)(i). 
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Questions 

• What is meant by an “update”? 
– Is an “update” the same as an “amendment”? 
– Is there a difference between making “major” 

changes to the plan versus a few “minor” 
changes? 
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Answers 

• Look to the implementation element  
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Example:  
Dane County Comprehensive Plan 

• See excerpt from the Implementation Element 
included as Attachment “A” 

• Includes a process for amending and updating 
the plan 

• Creates two processes: 
– Minor amendments 
– Periodic updates 
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Example:  
Dane County Comprehensive Plan 

• Minor Amendments 
– typically consist of minor changes to the plan text 

or maps. 
– may be appropriate throughout the lifecycle of the 

plan, particularly if new issues emerge or trends 
change. 

–  large-scale changes or significant shifts in policy 
should be deferred to the Periodic Update  
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Example:  
Dane County Comprehensive Plan 

• Periodic updates 
– Every five years: 

• solicit recommendations for amendments from the 
general public. 

• review annual reports. 
• evaluate progress in achieving plan goals/objectives. 
• review goals and objectives to ensure relevancy. 
• eliminate completed tasks and identify new approaches.  
• update timetables of actions, as needed. 
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Note 

• The law does not mandate a total revision of 
the plan. 

• Minor changes (amendments) might be all 
that is needed for an “update.” 
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Don’t forget about the public 
participation plan 

• It is required to address “every stage” of the 
comprehensive planning process including 
amendments/updates.  
– Wis. Stat. § 66.1001(4)(a). 
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Amending/Updating Your 
Comprehensive Plan 

• Follows the same process as for initial Plan 
adoption under Wis. Stat. §66.1001(4): 
– Plan commission adopts resolution 

recommending adoption. 
– Public hearing/30 days notice. 
– Governing body enacts an ordinance adopting the 

plan. 
– Copies of amendments/update sent to adjacent 

communities, DOA, etc. 
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Keeping track of plan ordinances 
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Keeping track of plan ordinances 
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